CHAPTER III

RATIOS AND HIS EDUCATIONAL CLAIMS

Ratich             Wolfgang iim Ratke  (1571-1635),  generally called

Ratich from an abbreviation of his Latinized name,1
was bom in wilster; Holstein, and first studied for the

of education, ministry at the University of Rostock.   Later, he con-
especially                        J
language      tinued Ms studies in England, where he probably became
teaching.
acquainted with the work of Bacon. Before long, realiz-
ing that he had an incurable defect in speech which
would keep him from success in the pulpit, he decided
to devote himself to educational reform. He planned to
apply the principles of Bacon to the problems of education
in general, but he intended especially to reform the meth-
ods of language teaching.
Ratich's Attempts at School Reform
In 1612 Ratich memorialized the imperial diet, while
it was sitting at Frankfurt, and asked for an investiga-
tion of his methods. Two professors from the University
of Giessen were commissioned to examine his propositions,
and afterward the University of Jena similarly had four
1 Le. Ratickius.
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